78,   SPEECH AT THIRUPPATHUR

September 22, 1921

The citizens of Thiruppathur presented Mahatmaji with an address in
Tamil and a purse. Mahatma Gandhi in the course of his reply said that
in India twenty-two crores of people had no work for six months in the year
and that if every house would have a spinning-wheel which could be worked
for a few hours during leisure time by every member of the family, surely, then
they would be able to supply the whole of India with swadeshi clothes ade-
quately. Cotton grew more than what they required for the adequate clothing
of thirty-two crores of people. Till that time when all Indians were able to get
adequate supply of hand-woven and hand-spun clothes, they (the Indians) should
be ready even to wear a langoti and go out. They should take pride in wearing
hand-made clothes however coarse they might be. Mahatmaji then explained
why he had changed his dress and said that he would wear only a little piece
of cloth until that time when Indians rich and poor alike would be able to
get adequate supply of clothes. Mahatmaji then said that he was immensely
pleased to see in the address that the citizens of Thiruppathur had almost
stopped drinking and wished that drinking should be completely stopped not
only in that place but also in other places around Thiruppathur. He then
exhorted them to accord an equal treatment to the fanchamas.

The Hindu, 26-9-1921

79.   SPEECH AT KANADUKATHAN
September 22} 1921
FRIENDS,
I thank you for the addresses and purses that have been pre*
sented to me now. But we cannot get swaraj by merely the pre-
. sentation of purses and addresses. If you want swaraj and redress
the Punjab and Khilafat grievances and the release of the AH Bro-
thers, you should take the swadeshi vow and discard all foreign
clothes. Both men and women should do so. You should intro-
duce spinning and weaving in every home. You should not take
pride in your money, and those who are too poor should be satis*
fied with a mere langoti and no matter what the Government might
<|p in giving us provocation, we should all be very patient and
non-violent. We must have perfect Hindu-Muslim unity, Hindus